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WELCOME!
Welcome to the 2021 Youth Ocean Conservation Summit!
This year, we are thrilled to once again unite a global
audience of young conservation leaders through this digital
YOCS

event.

The

Summit

will

provide

you

with

the

knowledge, tools, and funds needed to launch or expand
solutions-oriented
community.

ocean

Through

an

conservation
exciting

projects

line

up

of

in

your

sessions,

workshops, and activities, we hope you’ll use this experience
to gain inspiration, ideas, resources, and new connections to
help amplify our collective efforts to protect our shared
ocean planet.
A special thanks to the incredible partner organizations,
sponsors, presenters, and volunteers who have contributed to
making this event possible!
This year, we are also excited to invite all of you to unite in
creating a collective wave of ocean conservation impact
through our first ever YOCS Global Day of Ocean Action
immediately following the Summit on Sunday, December 5.
We can’t wait to see the impact we’ll make together!
Thank

you

for

your

commitment

to

ocean

conservation

action – enjoy the Summit!

Sean Russell
YOCS Founder/Director

A special thanks to the staff
and volunteers at Mote
Marine Laboratory for
support to make the Youth
Ocean Conservation
Summit possible!

SCHEDULE
All times listed in Eastern Standard Time.
10:00 am - Welcome & Kickoff Event
10:10 am - Keynote Speaker - Anupa Asokan
10:40 am - Youth Presentations
11:15 am - Action Planning
Careers in Ocean Conservation Panel
12:15 pm - Lunch Break (on own)
1:15 pm - Skill Building Workshops Session 1
Even Cheetahs Slow Down: Nature's Guide to Resilient Leadership - Julie Henry
How to Find Your Passion + Purpose (and Ultimately Change the World) - Baylee
Ritter
Art and Poetry as a Tool for Environmental Communication - Eric Carstens
Considerations for Conservation of At-Risk Marine Species - Brittany Novick &
Adriana Negron-Olivo
Plastic Pollution and Climate Change: What Can Young People Do? - Alex Gordon
Collect the Rain Water - Andrea Yochum

2:05 pm - Skill Building Workshops Session 2
How to Find Your Passion + Purpose (and Ultimately Change the World) - Baylee
Ritter
Art and Poetry as a Tool for Environmental Communication - Eric Carstens
Taking Your Seat at the Table - Andrew Brennen
Plastic Pollution and Climate Change: What Can Young People Do? - Alex Gordon

2:55 pm - Meet the Manatees with Mote Marine Laboratory
3:25pm - Connect with YOCS in the OceanEcho Community

SCHEDULE
All times listed in Eastern Standard Time.
3:45 pm - Skill Building Workshops Session 3
How to Host a Youth Ocean Conservation Summit - Sean Russell & Grace Doleshel
Knock Knock...What's there? Audio and Video Research Technologies to Better
Understand Marine Animal Presence in Our Oceans - Kim Bassos-Hull
Strategizing to Reach Your Targets - Alex Muir
Telling Your Story - Justin Grubb

4:35 pm - Skill Building Workshops Session 4
Components of a Successful Business Plan - Maya Siegel
Knock Knock...What's there? Audio and Video Research Technologies to Better
Understand Marine Animal Presence in Our Oceans - Kim Bassos-Hull
Strategizing to Reach Your Targets - Alex Muir
Telling Your Story - Justin Grubb

5:20 pm - Call to Action
5:30 pm - Networking

YOCS GLOBAL DAY OF OCEAN
ACTION - DECEMBER 5
On Sunday, December 5, Youth Ocean
Conservation Summit participants and partners
around the world will unite for a day of
collective ocean conservation action. This year,
when you register for the Youth Ocean
Conservation Summit, you’ll be asked to commit
to taking an action locally in your community
on December 5 and sharing your impact as part
of this global event. Interested in organizing a
larger Day of Ocean Action event for your local
community? Register your event here!

Be sure to share highlights from your actions on
social media using hashtag #YOCS21!

TECHNOLOGY
REQUIREMENTS
Note all sessions will be conducted via Zoom.
Registered participants will be e-mailed access
information to all sessions the week of the event.
Afternoon workshops and networking sessions will
be limited on space, with many sessions repeating
to help ensure everyone can attend their preferred
workshop choices.

MORNING
PRESENTATIONS
DESCRIPTIONS
Keynote Presentation
10:10 - 10:40 am Eastern Standard Time
Gain inspiration, ideas, and hope as we kick-off the
2021 Youth Ocean Conservation Summit with a
special keynote presentation from ocean advocate
and waterwoman, Anupa Asokan !

Youth Ocean Conservation Team Presentations
10:40 - 11:10 am Eastern Standard Time
Young people are stepping up and leading the

charge to protect our planet’s marine ecosystems.
Through this series of opening presentations, you’ll
be inspired by our Youth Ocean Conservation
Summit alumni as they share the conservation
programs they’ve launched after participating in
the Summit. Their projects range from creating
ocean conservation children's books and coastal
cleanup programs to restoration events and plastic
pollution prevention campaigns. Through these
presentations they’ll highlight their project
planning process, lessons learned, and the impact
of their efforts.

MORNING
PRESENTATIONS
DESCRIPTIONS
Conservation Project Action Planning
11:15 am - 12:15 pm Eastern Standard Time
Is there an ocean conservation issue you wish to

address in your community? Join young ocean
conservation leaders from around the world, and
work with expert mentors, to develop a project
and action plan to help address relevant marine
conservation issues. This engaging session will
walk you through the process of planning your
own ocean conservation project and help you gain
the knowledge and skills you need to make your
project successful! Afternoon workshops at the
Summit will help you further develop the skills you
need to successfully implement your conservation
project in your hometown and help protect our
planet’s marine ecosystems!

Careers in Ocean Conservation Panel
11:15 am - 12:15 pm Eastern Standard Time
Already working on an ocean conservation project

and want to learn how to turn your ocean
conservation work into a career? Then this
workshop is for you! Join a panel discussion with
Jennie Janssen, Cara Lin, Hunter Miller, and Charlie
Reed, to learn about their career paths,
educational background, and current day to day
conservation work! Bring your questions for a
robust discussion of career paths and
opportunities in the ocean conservation field.
Note: This panel is recommended for returning Summit
participants

WORKSHOP
DESCRIPTIONS
Skill Building Workshops

Session 1 - 1:15pm - 2:00 pm EST
Session 2 - 2:05 - 2:50 pm EST
Even Cheetahs Slow Down: Nature's Guide to Resilient
Leadership - Julie Henry

Working hard for ocean conservation is equal parts art and
science. Ideas, challenges, opportunities, and frustrations
await - both those you can anticipate and those that you
never saw coming. And just when your conservation work
gathers speed and things start clicking, chances are good
that a fork in the road could alter your course. This is the
essence of leadership in ocean conservation - bravely forging
ahead while not always knowing exactly where (and what)
the end will be. And since YOU are the unique leader that
your project needs, it's imperative that you build your
resilience muscle as a leader. This is the 'secret sauce' as you
show up as your best self, set a good example for others
around you, and ensure you can have the lasting impact you
were designed to have on the ocean. Let's explore what
nature teaches us about resilience - from pelicans, sea
cucumbers, and cheetahs - as we seek to drive change and
make a difference in the world! (Offered Session 1)

How to Find Your Passion + Purpose (and Ultimately
Change the World) - Baylee Ritter

What are you passionate about? Answering that question can
be really difficult! I mean how do you even find your
'passion'? Can it change over time? Do you have to be
passionate about something in order to be a change maker?
These questions and more will be answered during this
interactive discussion on purposeful change making with
Baylee! She guarantees you will leave with your answer.
(Offered Sessions 1 & 2)

WORKSHOP
DESCRIPTIONS
Art and Poetry as a Tool for Environmental
Communication - Eric Carstens

Creating, in any form, is an incredibly effective way to think
deeply about environmental issues. Moreover, art provides a
different avenue to approach and advocate for our planet.
We will look closely at student work, using Visual Thinking
Strategies (VTS) to consider many points of view and foster
an evidence-based discussion around environmental art.
After practicing VTS, we will work in smaller groups to write
a collaborative poem inspired by student art, with the option
to share your group’s poem at the end. No previous art or
poetry experience is required to participate.
(Offered Sessions 1 & 2)

Considerations for Conservation of At-Risk Marine
Species - Brittany Novick & Adriana Negron-Olivo

Join the National Marine Mammal Foundation (NMMF) for an
informative session regarding the world's most at-risk marine
mammal and cetacean species. The NMMF, headquartered in
San Diego, California, is a world leader in marine mammal
science and previously assisted in leading the Vaquita CPR
effort down in Mexico; a bold effort to save the world's most
endangered marine mammal from extinction. Join the NMMF
as they dive into other threatened marine mammals around
the globe and the intricacies of their conservation, as well as
things to consider for future conservation projects. (Offered
Session 1)

Plastic Pollution and Climate Change: What Can Young
People Do? - Alexandria Gordon

If the life cycle of plastic were a country, it would be the fifth
largest emitter of greenhouse gases in the world. Plastic
production, consumption, and attempted disposal is fueling
climate change and young people around the world will be
the generation most impacted. These two deeply connected
and huge issues can often leave us feeling powerless, but
young people have a unique position to create wide-scale
change. This presentation will cover why plastic pollution is a
climate change issue, and what exactly young people can do
to end our reliance on nonessential single-use plastics.
(Offered Sessions 1 & 2)

WORKSHOP
DESCRIPTIONS
Collect the Rainwater - Andrea Yochum
Water is an essential natural resource we use on a daily basis.
We use water in many ways for ourselves and our pets and
plants. Water can keep us hydrated, help flush out wastes in
our bodies, regulates our temperatures and keeps our bodies
in good shape. Pets and plants are the same with water as I
mentioned above. We use water on a daily basis but don’t
conserve it very well. Rain barrels are becoming an important
item when it comes to “harvesting water” from a natural
resource. During storms, water runoff can become harmful to
the environment. Many chemicals and trash debris can be
washed into drain offs and back into our lakes and rivers.
Summertime is when many people use water on a constant
basis. Lawns, cars, plants, and household items use a large
amount of water and most of it is wasted. Rain barrels are
essential and can provide us with “free water.” Every month,
each household will get water bills based on the amount of
water used. Rain barrels can help reduce the amount of
water used in the household and lower the water bill. Rain
barrels can also help with gardening and washing cars as
well. They are cost effective and a great way to use up a
natural resource.
(Offered Session 1)

Taking Your Seat at the Table - Andrew Brennen
From research, to storytelling, to advocacy there are many
tools young people can use to ensure our voices are brought
to the forefront of efforts to address climate change and
conserve our oceans. In this workshop participants will learn
how to lead effective, youth led movements for change and
have the opportunity to brainstorm ideas for their own
campaigns. Andrew will share lessons tactics from his
experience leading advocacy efforts including the power of
setting the narrative, generating new data, and meeting with
legislators even if you are not old enough to vote.
Participants should come to the workshop with a problem
related to their advocacy efforts they'd like to brainstorm
with the group.
(Offered Session 2)

WORKSHOP
DESCRIPTIONS
2:55pm-3:25pm Meet the Manatees with
Mote Marine Laboratory!

Find out the favorite foods of Hugh and Buffett, Mote
Aquarium's resident manatees, as we visit them during
feeding time. We use our portable distance learning studio
to get you up close from atop our 75,000 gallon habitat. This
tour is focused on manatee husbandry at Mote. You talk with
our aquarium biologist and learn about these amazing
marine mammals. We review the history of manatee research
at Mote then watch them get fed. We end with a Question
and Answer session with our Ocean Experts.

3:25pm-3:45pm Connect with YOCS in the
OceanEcho Community

We’ve teamed up with our partners at EarthEcho
International to invite all 2021 YOCS participants ages 13-25
to join the OceanEcho Community – a new online network
connecting young ocean conservation leaders around the
world. Together, we’ll spend a few minutes exploring this
new platform which serves as a hub for learning,
collaboration, and collective conservation action, building on
the Summit throughout the year! By activating your account,
you’ll have access to a global network of young ocean
leaders and opportunities for impact, as well as a special
Youth Ocean Conservation Summit group to connect with,
learn from, and work alongside Summit participants. E-mail
invites will be shared with all registered participants
ages 13-25 the week of November 29.

WORKSHOP
DESCRIPTIONS
Skill Building Sessions 3 & 4

Session 3 - 3:45 - 4:30 pm EST
Session 4 - 4:35 - 5:20 pm EST
How to Host a Youth Ocean Conservation Summit Sean Russell & Grace Doleshel
Over the past decade, the Youth Ocean Conservation Summit
has launched a series of youth-driven events, equipping
thousands of participants with the knowledge, tools, and
funds needed to launch solutions-oriented ocean
conservation projects in their local communities. Join us to
explore key components of the YOCS program and how you
can host a Youth Ocean Conservation Summit in your local
community!
(Offered Session 3)

Knock Knock...What's there? Audio and Video Research
Technologies to Better Understand Marine Animal
Presence in Our Oceans - Kim Bassos-Hull

Have you ever wondered how researchers document animal
presence, behavior and migration in the ocean? In this
workshop you will learn about the tools researchers use to
help answer these questions. Come meet the BRUV, PALS,
and SCAN systems in our local waters and from around the
world. See and hear all about it!! (Offered Sessions 3 & 4)

Strategizing to Reach Your Targets - Alex Muir

Conservationists are never short on passion; however, that
passion doesn't always translate constructively through our
communication with the public and elected officials. In this
session you'll learn how to direct your passion into making a
difference by selecting the right advocacy strategies and
identifying the targets that can help you implement change.
We'll first discuss strategies and tactics for grassroots
organizing. We'll then practice with hands-on exercises so
you leave with a deeper understanding of how to begin an
advocacy campaign in your community.
(Offered Sessions 3 &4)

WORKSHOP
DESCRIPTIONS
Telling Your Story - Justin Grubb
Learn about how storytelling and multimedia can help you
enhance your conservation story and reach your audience to
grow your project for greatest impact.
(Offered Sessions 3 &4)

Components of a Successful Business Plan - Maya Siegel
Having a great idea is one thing, being able to execute it is
another entirely. Before launching into a new project or
venture, it’s important to take the time to refine an idea and
create a strategy for its implementation; this can be done in
the form of a business plan. In this lesson, participants will
learn the components of a successful business plan with the
workshop specifically focusing on how to create a Lean
Canvas, the first official step in a business plan. The goal of
this workshop is for participants to feel confident in their
ability to critically analyze and develop their ideas. (Offered
Session 4)

Call to Action

5:20-5:30pm
Wrap up the day with your fellow YOCS
attendees as we reflect on the 2021 Youth
Ocean Conservation Summit and the
impact to come from the conservation
projects planned through the event!

WORKSHOP
DESCRIPTIONS
End of Day Networking
5:30 - 6:00 pm
Connect with fellow Summit attendees and
our conservation partners for a virtual
networking event as you build relationships
and gain ideas to strengthen your project
plans, while learning how to get involved in
the unique work carried out by the
networking session host organizations.

JOIN THE
CONVERSATION!
Share highlights from your Youth Ocean
Conservation Summit experience on social media!
Join the conversation with #YOCS21!
Be sure to tag @YOCSummit and @MoteEducation
on Instagram!

SPEAKER BIOS
Anupa Asokan - Keynote Speaker
Anupa Asokan is an ocean advocate and avid waterwoman who
works at the intersection of marine science, policy and
communication. She has worked at the US National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, led the Ocean Initiative and
Government Affairs at XPRIZE Foundation, and is currently
engaged in 30x30 efforts for the state of California and is Director
of Ocean Impact at Bureo. Anupa serves on the national Board of
Directors for Surfrider Foundation and helps lead their justice,
equity, diversity and inclusion work. She is a graduate of UCLA, and
the University of Rhode Island’s Graduate School of Oceanography
and College of Business. Anupa spends her free time snorkeling,
fishing, surfing and paddling around Southern California.

Kim Bassos-Hull
First and foremost Kim is an advocate for the sea and all it’s amazing
yet vastly different creatures. Kim Bassos-Hull is currently a Research
Associate with the Sarasota Dolphin Research Program (since 1993) and
a Senior Biologist with Mote Marine Laboratory in Sarasota, Florida
(since 2001). Kim began her studies with dolphins in 1988 as an
undergraduate at University of California at Santa Cruz’s (UCSC) Long
Marine Lab and graduated with a B.S. in Biology in 1990. Between
1990-1993 she conducted her master’s thesis project through UCSC on
the reintroduction of two bottlenose dolphins from Tampa Bay, Florida
as a graduate student of Dr Randy Wells (CZS/SDRP Director). Kim’s
main focus with the SDRP is assisting with photo-identification surveys
of dolphins along the west coast of Florida and assessing population
abundance trends and distribution. Additionally, Kim does research
and outreach for the SDRP on human impacts on dolphins and other
marine megafauna and co-chairs the Florida Marine Debris Reduction
Plan’s Wildlife and Habitats Impacts Group. In 2009, Kim initiated the
Spotted Eagle Ray Conservation Program at Mote which has provided
important information on biology, behavior, population structure and
fisheries impacts in Florida, Mexico, Cuba and Brazil and in more
recent years her research has expanded to include mobulid rays (manta
and devil rays). She has co-authored over a dozen peer-reviewed
journal articles and several popular articles on aspects of her dolphin
and ray research and presented over 100 professional and public talks.
Kim also is a research mentor for Mote’s Education Program (since
2007) and works with high school students involving them in various
aspects of her research. Two of Kim’s career goals are to connect
research and education to inspire conservation action and to build
conservation capacity with researchers from other countries and in the
next generation.

SPEAKER BIOS
Andrew Brennen
Andrew Brennen is a National Geographic Explorer and 2020
Education Fellow with National Geographic supporting youth led
movements and organizations around the globe. As a junior in high
school he co-founded the Kentucky Student Voice Team, which helps
to amplify and elevate students as partners in improving Kentucky
schools. Today, the Kentucky Student Voice Team consists of over 150
young people from across the Commonwealth and serves as a
national model for how young people can hold educational
institutions accountable. Andrew graduated from UNC Chapel Hill
with a bachelor’s degree in political science and is currently pursuing
a Master’s in Education Policy and Management from the Harvard
Graduate School of Education.

Eric Carstens
Eric is the Program Manager at Bow Seat Ocean Awareness
Programs. After finding a jellyfish washed up on the beach as a
toddler, he was officially hooked on the ocean. Later trips to
aquariums and natural history museums only cemented his love
of the natural world. In college, Eric studied biology and marine
science, taking a particular interest in coral reef conservation and
science communication. Drawing from his love of museums, he
looked for ways to engage with science education outside of a
classroom.
Eric joined Bow Seat after finishing his Masters in Museum
Education, eager to use the arts as a tool for learning about and
advocating for environmental protections – especially for our
oceans.

Grace Doleshel
Grace has been involved with environmental programs for
over six years and has her Bachelors of Science in
Environmental Public Policy from Oregon State University.
She first got started in her work as a participant in a variety
of youth programs including being a youth volunteer at Point
Defiance Zoo & Aquarium, a Youth Advisory Council Member
for SeaWorld and Busch Gardens, and a 2019 delegate for
Sea Youth Rise Up. Currently she works as both the Youth
Programs Coordinator for the Oregon Coast Aquarium and
the Satellite Summit Coordinator for the Youth Ocean
Conservation Summit and is passionate about elevating a
platform for young people to be involved in environmental
advocacy.

SPEAKER BIOS
Alexandria Gordon
Alexandria (Alex) Gordon (She/Her), is a senior at
Eckerd College and a student organizer with Florida
PIRG Students, a student-run nonpartisan nonprofit.
She got her start organizing on the Student PIRG’s
New Voters Project, working to register hundreds of
young people in the state of Florida to vote in the 2018
midterm elections. From there, her passion for
organizing grew as did her concern regarding the
single-use plastic crisis. In 2019 she launched a
campaign to get Eckerd to sign the Break Free From
Plastic pledge, eliminating all nonessential single-use
plastics on campus. That fall, the campaign was
successful, and Eckerd was the firsts school in the
nation to implement such a pledge. Now, Alex is
continuing to build support for campuses and
communities to break free from plastics. She is also
working to building up student power in the state of
Florida, by training and working with young people
throughout the state through Florida PIRG Students.

Justin Grubb
Justin Grubb is a wildlife filmmaker, photographer, published
writer, naturalist and co-founder of Running Wild Media.
Justin earned his B.Sc. in Biology at Bowling Green State
University and is currently earning his Masters of Biology at
Miami University in Ohio. With years of international wildlife
field research and formal/informal teaching experience,
Justin combines these two fields with media to enhance
science communication. Justin’s love for nature and passion
for the outdoors has brought him to some of the most
extreme habitats on earth to study and film critically
endangered wildlife. Justin lives in St. Louis, Missouri. He is a
2017 Emerging Wildlife Conservation Leader, Term Member
at the Explorers Club and a Nat Geo “Wild to Inspire” award
winning filmmaker.

SPEAKER BIOS
Julie Henry
Julie C. Henry is president of Finish Line Leadership, a training
and consulting firm, and author of Wisdom from the Wild: The
Nine Unbreakable Laws of Leadership from the Animal Kingdom.
A former zoo and aquarium senior leader, including Vice
President of Education at Mote Marine Laboratory, Julie has
worked with over fifty-five organizations across corporate,
nonprofit, government, association, and community sectors. She
is dedicated to helping leaders adapt to change, lead teams, and
develop resilience using insights from wildlife and wild places.
She holds Bachelor of Science degrees in both zoology and
education (Miami University of Ohio), a Master of Arts in
communication (University of South Florida), a Postgraduate
Diploma in outdoor education (University of Otago), an Executive
Program Certificate in Sustainable Business Leadership (Green
Mountain College), and completed graduate coursework in
winter ecology in Grand Teton National Park (Teton Science
School). She was selected as a Fellow of the Toyota
TogetherGreen Program of the National Audubon Society,
chosen for the Disney’s Animal Kingdom / World Wildlife Fund
Biodiversity Leadership Institute, and a Rotary Ambassadorial
Scholar to New Zealand. Julie has presented to over one million
people across thirty-two states and six countries in settings
ranging from auditoriums and ballrooms to boats, beaches,
forests, theaters, boardrooms, and even underwater while
feeding sharks and moray eels! She is still on a quest to see a wolf
in the wild and snorkel with whale sharks.

Jennie Janssen
Jennie Janssen has a BS and MS in Biology and has
specialized in the care of both elasmobranchs and
jellyfish for over 20 years. She got her start as a research
intern at the Tennessee Aquarium, honed her animal
care skills at Ripley’s Aquarium of the Smokies, cared for
the whale sharks and manta rays at Georgia Aquarium,
and is now an Assistant Curator at National Aquarium.
She is also a Research Associate at the Smithsonian
National Museum of Natural History, the leader of the
International Census of Chondrichthyans in Human
care, and the Co-Founder of Minorities in Aquarium and
Zoo Science, which she created to aid in diversifying the
voices and perspectives of professionals in aquarium
and zoo science fields. As a former sound operator,
when she’s not at the Aquarium, she can often be found
running the A/V at various animal care conferences. And
in her spare time, she likes to chill-out by making quilts
or doing cross-stitch. She also lives the chef-wife-life,
being married to a chef for almost as long as she’s
worked in aquaria, so when people ask what she and
her husband do for a living, they simply say that he
feeds the people, and she feeds the animals.

SPEAKER BIOS
Cara Lin
Cara's interdisciplinary work in conservation and natural resource
management is driven by her passion for marine science,
education, and community engagement. She is currently based
in Guam serving as a 2020-2022 National Coral Reef
Management Fellow and works on seagrass and mangrove
conservation. Although presently in the tropics, Cara grew up in
Stony brook, NY, where she explored the plankton filled waters
and salt marshes of Long Island. She earned her BS in marine
science at Stony Brook University and MS in biology at the
Georgia Institute of Technology. Cara has worked in research labs,
environmental education centers, and launched a start-up
focusing on sustainable marine education and tourism.

Hunter Miller
For the last decade, Hunter has helped lead efforts to educate,
organize, and advocate for our oceans, climate, and Florida's coastal
communities. As a Field Representative, he works across Oceana's
U.S. campaigns, building support for local, state, and national policy
change by working directly with coastal community stakeholders,
fishers, businesses, and residents. Prior to his work with Oceana,
Hunter worked as a horticultural specialist and was an organizer
with Environmental Youth Council fighting for healthy rivers and
oceans, sustainable growth, rights of indigenous peoples and sacred
sites, and climate action. During that time, he partnered with
Oceana to successfully stop the proposed expansion of offshore
drilling and seismic testing in the Atlantic under the Obama
Administration by generating broad, bipartisan, and vocal
opposition. Hunter is a sixth-generation Floridian and an avid
fisherman, surfer, and paddler and has a degree in Public
Administration from Flagler College in St Augustine, FL. There's
nothing more that Hunter enjoys than to be camping next to a body
of water with his wife, daughter and dog, Baxter.

Alex Muir
Alex Muir is an Advocacy Project Manager for One
Hundred Miles, a nonprofit coastal advocacy
organization that educates elected officials and
community members about the impacts of sea level
rise and land use decisions. An environmental
conservationist, she has organized community
initiatives along Georgia's coast and lobbied to promote
sustainable state policies on issues such as offshore
drilling, oyster mariculture and sea level rise. She has a
master’s degree in Public Affairs from Indiana University
and is currently attending law school at Georgia State
University.

SPEAKER BIOS
Adriana Negron-Olivo
Adriana was born and raised on the beautiful island of Puerto
Rico. She graduated from Iowa State University in 2014 with a B.S.
in Animal Ecology and a Pre-Vet and Wildlife Care Option
Throughout her career she has been educating children and
adults alike about animals and the need for conservation.
Adriana’s experience varies from rehabilitating injured animals, to
serving as a zookeeper, to training and maintaining the health of
aquatic animals. In each of these roles, Adriana has consistently
exemplified a passion for educating and inspiring others about
their local ecosystem and its inhabitants. She is extremely excited
to continue to inspire and hopefully bring positive change to this
amazing world in which we live in.

Brittany Novick
Brittany Novick works for the National Marine Mammal Foundation
(NMMF) in San Diego, CA. She not only currently serves as the
clinical diagnostic coordinator for the U.S. Navy Marine Mammal
Program, she also assists in conservation research and is on the
NMMF’s community education and outreach team. Before coming
to the NMMF, Brittany has had a wide range of experiences, from
coral cultivation, to aquarium construction, to marine mammal
rescue and rehabilitation, to motivational speaking, to producing
and hosting wildlife television. In 2017, Brittany represented the
USA at the Miss SCUBA International pageant in Malaysia, going on
to win the international title. Miss SCUBA International’s mission is
to promote ocean conservation and women in SCUBA diving
around the world. As the title holder, Brittany went on to visit &
speak at schools, conferences, and dive shows in 13 different
countries regarding topics on ocean conservation, conservation
education, women in diving and SCUBA safety practices. Brittany is
wrapping up her master’s degree in conservation biology and is
also a professional figure skater. In her spare time, she enjoys
photography, archery, and swing dancing.

Charlie Reed
Charlie Reed works at the intersection of sustainability and social
impact in the consumer goods sector. A graduate of the University
of Oxford (MSc. Environmental Policy & Governance) and of the
University of California, Berkeley (BS, Environmental Studies),
Charlie has built, led and grown corporate social responsibility and
sustainability programs as a consultant and in-house at
PopSockets, Outbound Brewing and Califia Farms. In addition, she
is a freelance sustainability consultant and brand advisor, as well as
contributor to EatBlue, an ocean health educational platform. Her
areas of expertise include: sustainability/social impact strategy,
program management, consumer goods, nonprofit partnerships,
and stakeholder engagement. In her free time, she loves scuba
diving, yoga, plant-based cooking, ceramics, travel and
volunteering.

SPEAKER BIOS
Baylee Ritter
Baylee is an environmental communicator, sustainability advocate, and
educator who empowers young people to think global and act local. As a
youth advocate, Baylee has spoken to thousands of people across the
world - as well as big businesses and government officials - on plastic
pollution and the importance of protecting our shared blue planet. Most
notably Baylee has spoken with President Obama’s Council on
Environmental Quality on the importance of protecting the ocean as a
Sea Youth Rise Up delegate - with President Obama creating the first U.S.
national marine monument in the Atlantic Ocean just four months after
the visit - and the United Nations General Assembly on behalf of the
World Ocean Day Youth Advisory Council. Baylee has also helped mentor
and educate hundreds of students around the world as the Youth Advisor
for The Ocean Project. In this role, she managed the World Ocean Day
Advisory Council and coordinated/hosted the very first “Youthathon.” This
event helped shine a light on 70 youth-led projects around the world and
educated over 1,500 teens during the pandemic. Baylee also hosts Rise
Up! (supported by The Ocean Project) – a youth-led webinar series
providing free access to environmental education and skill building to
young people around the world. She also worked with her father, Paul
Ritter, to co-found Operation Endangered Species which has helped raise
and release 500+ critically endangered snapping turtles back into the
wild. Baylee is also a 2020 National Geographic Young Explorer, the
Strategic Youth Advisor for The Ocean Project, and the founder and
director of Everyone’s Collective – a plastic-free shop and environmental
education center in her rural hometown of Pontiac, Illinois.

Sean Russell
For over a decade, Sean Russell has worked with a diverse set
of non-profit organizations, corporations, and government
agencies, to elevate the role of youth leadership in the fields
of marine science, education, and conservation. As the
founder and director of the Youth Ocean Conservation
Summit, Sean supports a network of events designed to
equip youth leaders with the knowledge, tools, and funds to
launch solutions-oriented ocean conservation projects in
communities around the world. Sean also serves as
EarthEcho International’s Associate Director of Youth
Engagement & Partnerships, where he leads the
development and implementation of EarthEcho programs
focused on building a global youth movement to restore and
protect our ocean planet. Sean is a member of the Pacific
Remote Islands Marine National Monument Community
Group, co-chair of the National Marine Educators Association
Student Engagement Committee, and an advisor to the
Ocean Project.

SPEAKER BIOS
Maya Siegel
Maya Siegel is a Chinese-American activist and
environmentalist leading purpose-driven work at the
intersection of social media and social impact. She currently
serves as the Social Media + Creative Operations Manager at
Intersectional Environmentalist, a climate justice community
and resource hub centering BIPOC and historically excluded
voices. At 21 years old, Maya has already worked in various roles
for companies including Google, Bumble, ThinkOcean and has
worked in marketing roles since 2017. Maya is also the founder
of Space to Speak and her own web design business. Her goal
in all of the work she does is to make people feel seen and
heard.

Andrea Yochum
Andrea has recently begun her journey with the St. Louis
Aquarium Foundation and excited to teach everyone
about Conservation! She has started her journey with the
St. Louis Zoo as a volunteer to an Overnight Instructor. She
has completed her Bachelor’s in General Studies with an
emphasis in Biology and Management. She has taught
many students and participants over the years about the
importance of conservation both at home and in the wild.
Her favorite animal is the Hellbender, known to be the
largest salamander in North America. She is EXTREMELY
excited to be teaching everyone how to be a
conservationist at home!

A special thanks to our Summit
sponsors, presenters, and
partners for your commitment to
supporting the next generation of
ocean conservationists!

